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Male spociman of ths "peeude’ [Poeudoriphophores Bimacwlatue)

A‘I‘ Puente Macional near Rinconada on
the road from Jalapa to Veracruz, the
Rio Jaleomules is spanned by an old sione
calonial bridge, The torrent of water here
cascading down the many miles from the
snow-covered Mount Orizoba to the warm
waters of the Gulf of Mexico is the home
of the common wild green hellerd sword-
tall- and enops molly as well as of
variows cichlids and characins.

Here we found our first specimens of a
long-forgolten livebearer; mentioned in a
few of the old books and some of the more
modern, hetter reference books, but which
seoms to have faded from ulariiy as
less-agEressive species have become mote
amd more avallable. Thiz fish iz
Pzendoviphophorus bimeculofus,  other-
wise known as the twozpol livebearer, or
falzecawordtall livebearer, although we, in
Essex, prefer to call them "pseudos’ — it's
miiich less sirenuous!

In LIVEREARING AQUARIUM FISHES by Dr
Kurt Jacohs, the nomenclature has heen

ated, and the fish is deseribed as
elerancdrino bimacrlafus, which suggesis
A close relationship to our Little friend the
mosquito fish, Heterandria formosa, The
idea of trying to hybridize the two species
i5° somewhat mind-boggling, however,
when one looks at the sheer size of

bfmaculatus, and the rolatively large
ponspodium of the male fish?

In our recent travels to Eastern Mexico
we confirmed that this specics, whilst be-
Ing very common in the State of Veracruz,
haz an extremely wide distribulion. We
have ca t them azs far Morih as the Hio
Axtla in San Luls Potosl and right down
as far as the Rio Tonalo in the sowthern
jlmglr State of Tabasco; sometimes a mere
mile from the sea, as at Puerto Mexico,
aned then as far upstream in such rivers

as the Coatzcoaleos and Papaloa n There
are also different sirains he higher
and comparatively cooler regionz of the
country mear the city of Jalapa, for in-
stance, and 1o our grest surprise, another
clandestine, =splen colony near the
archaealogleal site of Tula, not fir to the
north of Mexice City where the winter
nights are distinetly ehilly, with occasional
i'rqs’rj. Combine vour fish collecting with

a trip to the Aztec pyramids as we did, and
vou should have a very 1ntEl"E5=15n.F day!

Mo doublt the range of peeudos’
extends farther south bwnnd l.!m Mexico
iuatemala border into the adjoining coun-
iries of Central America, which iz a vast
distribution, especiall when ¥OuU COMPAre
this  with another Mexican livebearing
species, the Monterrey platy ( Xiphophorus
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corchianas), vot o be imported.  Their
enlire worldly range (2 a mere 10 miles
or &0 from Santu Cataring fo M ;

; os” are extremely [t
They are quite aggressive (wild specimens,

amyway) and, ps already mentioned, a bit
on the large size, fomales growing to 3
inches, males prowing rather smaller, 2§-3

inches. Az rogands temperamaent, it is not
fdeally sulted 10 a commonity collecton
but it would appear as though suhqu:u'ﬂl
enerations are loslng a cerialn amount of
their vicious streak. Iis. shape reminds
ane of the killiefish family, Aplochetlus
linratus, for example, being very thick-sot
and exhibiting certain mitive' charac-
terietlcs, sch a= 0 Mattened head peculiar
to surface-dwelling specles, a very long-
base dorsal fin, wide eandal fin aitached te

a thick q;ud “MTD::' aml :-mwerl‘u]r
10 a-shinped ¢ gonapodium o
il ﬁule i extraordinarily long and has
a fine hook ot the tip so caution must be
exereised when catching him, 50 &8 to
avoid damage. Fish stralght fram the wikd
Ewe;u greal jumping abillly but tank-

specimens seem less likely to leap
!he:r dopm; however, you have been
wnrned'

These fish are a bazle alive colour, each
seale being outlined in black and reflect:
ing a gllver spol.  As the sclentife name

sts, these fish ca two blackish
:5 amie bmmediately behind the gill
cover, amd the other situated upen the
upper halfl of the capdal peduncle, The
former spot, however, tends 1o disappear
with apge and b5 mare visible mpl_\r FLE
faint mark.  All the finz are hy, n?a
Trom the docsal, which B o, ed in yellow
and has a mosaie In Wack, ﬁ ving ome the
Impression of cut glassware, and the snal,
which at tkmes reflects a green-blue sheon,
There are nomerons local coloar varia-
ttons Im stocks originationg in diferent
ﬂ.l‘t‘a! The Tula mpm:tiun Tor example,
are basically gold with d spod in
tion to the bl spod. [lnnideman:.r thﬁe
fish have & somewhst smaller dor=al fin
than other imeme

In the will, the MWmaculafus 1 most
afien found in clear, fast-flowing rivers,
exactly the same habltat as the heliert
swardtall, which, however, prefers the
decper waters. By contrast, small plant-
choked pomds anad FI'WIE will mare ilonky
b Imhabited be platve and mbasias.
Mollies (sphemops) seem equally al home
in’ either environment  Obwlously  the

H3

wiba” requiires ralherFrnernm quariers
ﬁ:lt’ we have nﬁ, fully-grown
female in a Hb.n by Bim Ein. tonk for
15 monihks with npeither  fliraton nor
aeration, and she remained in excellent
condition, producing several broods: af
healihy fry during thal fime.  ‘This wiz
ope of 1he original baich brought Intoe
Englond in December, 1972 by membérs
af the Southend AS, alfspring |
adolls being raised dn n Hin by Bin, Iy
filn_ tank in the leng; sunny June days In
an outside fish house, subjeeted o wide
ranging temperatures. I was noted on
zomar evenings that, by mﬂlmﬁt’c. 1ank
temperaiure had fallen to BO-F! But they
ane also equally comiortable in the sixties
(*F1, a8 long as the temperaiure changpes
are el tod sudden, Soe, within reason
temperaiure changes and water cond{lon:
aren’l tog Impariant,

Females bocome sexuhlly matore at
about 5 months old, somotimes later, amd
in our exporicnos IINE an average of enly
1535 voungsters, which are - relatively
large al birth.  Brools of over 100 fry,
though, have been recorded from females
dil;nlﬂ from :|J1~I|._I wild. s e

any aguarists who have t 50
fish, incleding ourselves, have ﬂnd that
only end, two, oF ibly three males will
e gul kn an entlre batch

Obviousky the first few weeks: ino any
figh's life are absalutely vital, =0 a diet of
hrine shrimp, supplemented with daphnia,
followed By < tublfex and white-
warms shoall ensure healthy stock (o con-
tinue breeding from.  They will also do

wiell on o diel of small guppys ar other
fry, lhl:dﬁnhnhl} being clazer Lo el
nalural in’ the wikd] chth ihoir

apgréssive tendencies and g aq}ﬁ
tites, they might well be dmrlbt:g RE
ponr maEn's Beleneser!  With goad
tenance, the young fish will nlwald 1-1".1
with very rapid growih, and 3 very fvgulss-
tl.v._'[nz-“lrature silmlinr i thntm-:é!' dh;: 11!{;1“ iy
% species s rexsing
popular with: sguearists whoe wish to Iy
their hamnd ot something different, sl
they hnve the advantage of deporting well
for those who are competitively minded.
Shnw-wl_-.e ‘peeudos” scored n r:umber of
niding stcersses 1t open ﬂmﬂd
I'DH mainly in the suulh-l:«ant af Enﬁ
amd It will be inferest this

trerd coniinues, -:.‘mam thm' fish aro
becoming more wl e-ﬁpa-e new, thanks io
the effors of o fow dedicated breeders.







